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September 24, 2016 
 
District 113 Families and Staff, 
 
As part of our ongoing commitment to protect the health and safety of our students, staff, and visitors to 
our facilities, Township High School District 113 has partnered with the City of Highland Park, the 
Park District of Highland Park and District 112 in a citywide initiative to test all public drinking 
fountains and faucets for the presence of lead higher than the United States Environmental Protection 
Agency’s action level of 15 parts per billion (ppb). We were already making plans to have the drinking 
water at all of our facilities tested upon completion of construction at our high schools this summer, and 
we were pleased to have an opportunity to partner with other government agencies on this important 
endeavor.  
 
All drinking fountains, ice machines and sinks that are used for food preparation at all District 113 
facilities – including Highland Park High School, Deerfield High School, our Transportation Building, 
athletics facilities at Wolters and Adams Field, and our District Administrative Building – were tested 
last month. The results are not delivered in one report; rather, we are receiving results for the various 
sites and fixtures across a span of time. Therefore, in an effort to be as transparent to the public as 
possible, we are releasing the information we receive as soon as it becomes available to us. In this 
letter, we are sharing the results included in the second report we have received to date.  
 
The second report documents results inclusive of the Administration building on Park Avenue West, 
the Wolters Field athletic complex, and the Transportation building. The results we received indicate 
that fixtures at these sites were all under the EPA’s recommended levels.  
 
In this same second report, we also received a portion of the results for Highland Park High School. 
The report notes that three fixtures were higher than the EPA’s action level. Testers collected a first 
draw sample, let the water run for 30 seconds, then collected a second draw sample. Below are the 
recently released results of these three locations at HPHS that had results over the EPA limit of 15 ppb. 
All of these locations have been taken out of service and remedies will occur. 
 
Highland Park High School: 
 
• The drinking fountain in the auditorium lobby tested at 40 ppb on the second draw.  
• The drinking fountain outside of room A342 tested at 53 ppb on the first draw and 6 ppb on the 

second draw.  
• The drinking fountain near the dance studio tested at 100 ppb on the first draw and 15 ppb on the 

second draw.  
 
In addition, testing also indicated a lead concentration of 5 ppb in the first draw of one sink in room  
A106. This result does not fall within the action level according to the USEPA, but this location has 
also been taken out of service and will be remedied.  
 



The full results of this round of testing will be posted next week at 
http://www.cityhpil.com/leadinformation.  
 
The District will be undertaking several steps to ensure the accuracy of the results and the safety of our 
students, staff and visitors. Again, all of the fixtures that had indications on any test of elevated levels 
of lead above the EPA’s action level have been taken out of service and those water sources will 
undergo correction and further testing.  
  
We anticipate receiving more results for our various sites; hence we will keep you apprised of future 
findings and action plans as soon as they are available. Keeping our students, staff and visitors safe is a 
top priority for District 113. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Christopher A. Dignam, Ed.D. 
cdignam@dist113.org  


